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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EASTERN APPLIES FOR PBK CHAPTER 
CHARLESTON, IL.--Eastern Illinois University could join the ranks 
of a select group of public universities that have Phi Beta Kappa 
chapters, according to Dr. Frank McCormick, Professor of English at 
Eastern, who is heading a campaign to establish a PBK chapter at EIU. 
McCormick said faculty who belong to Eastern's PBK Alumni 
Association compose a committee that has applied for a charter. 
"Phi Beta Kappa is the nation's oldest honorary academic society 
for the arts and sciences and only a handful of institutions that apply 
for a charter are accepted," McCormick said. 
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"An institution must work to strengthen its undergraduate program 
and its library holdings over a period of a decade or more if it hopes 
to win Phi Beta Kappa's stamp of excellence--and with it a national 
reputation for excellence in undergraduate education," he said. 
McCormick said obtaining a charter would allow Eastern to confer 
upon its most academically talented students in the area of the arts 
and sciences a badge of distinction which is recognized worldwide. "We 
think that is a goal worth pursuing." 
Only two Illinois public universities now have Phi Beta Kappa 
chapters. If Eastern were granted a charter, it would become the first 
regional public university in Illinois to do so, said McCormick, who is 
president of the regional PBK Alumni Association. 
He expects to hear Phi Beta Kappa's response to Eastern's October 
'88 application in April. "Th1s~s~as~ern~s second attempt to win a 
charter," he added, "and with the administration's support we will 
continue our efforts until we are successful." 
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